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PRESERVATION GROUPS DECLARE OPPOSITION TO  

NEW GETTYSBURG CASINO PROPOSAL 
Proposal poses direct threat to National Park and America’s most famous small town 

 

(Gettysburg, Pa.) – In a letter dated January 26, 2010, a coalition of state and national preservation 

groups conveyed to Adams County, Pa., businessman David LeVan their decision to oppose his effort 

to open a casino a half-mile to the south of Gettysburg National Military Park.  In the letter, the Civil 

War Preservation Trust, National Parks Conservation Association, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation and Preservation Pennsylvania cited the location’s proximity to the battlefield as a direct 

threat, noting that the potential development and traffic impacts place the National Park at further risk. 

 

After thanking LeVan for his outreach to the preservation community in this matter and his generosity 

to various local philanthropic causes, the four groups stressed that their position does not stem from 

any opposition to gambling, but, rather, from “our longstanding commitment to ensuring that singular 

and significant historic sites like the Gettysburg Battlefield are treated with the respect and 

consideration they deserve.”   

 

“Some places are just too important to be treated with anything less than the greatest respect, and 

Gettysburg is one of those places,” said Richard Moe, president of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. “Anyone who has visited the battlefield in recent years can attest to the fact that 

commercial development is threatening the visitor experience at Gettysburg, and this proposed casino 

would greatly exacerbate the problem.  A new casino located so close to this sacred soil is simply 

unacceptable.”  

 

After preliminary plans for the casino became public in late 2009, each preservation organization 

performed its own independent due diligence investigation, including meeting with Mr. LeVan 

personally, before reaching the same conclusion:  the site’s proximity to the hallowed ground of 

Gettysburg creates an inappropriate juxtaposition damaging to the national park.   

 

“We remain committed to protecting our national icon—Gettysburg National Military Park” said Tom 

Kiernan, president of the National Parks Conservation Association. “A casino conflicts with the 

heritage-based economy of Gettysburg, with its meaning in American history today, and with its future 

relevance.” 

 

If licensed, the casino would be incorporated into the existing Eisenhower Resort and Conference 

Center, just one half-mile from the boundary of Gettysburg National Military Park.  The site is also 

within the historically sensitive “study area” of the battlefield, as defined by the American Battlefield 

Protection Program (the battlefield preservation arm of the National Park Service). 
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Not only is this proposal significantly closer to the park than the 2006 Crossroads Gaming Resort and 

Spa plan, it also lies along the Emmitsburg Road, at the heart of the Journey Through Hallowed 

Ground National Scenic Byway (created in October 2009) and Journey Through Hallowed Ground 

National Heritage Area (signed into law in May 2008).  Such designations are not undertaken lightly 

and, according to the letter, “reinforce our belief that this is a region of tremendous historic 

significance that we have a duty to safeguard for future generations.” 

 

“I remember four years ago when our organizations joined a dedicated group of local activists to defeat 

this short-sighted scheme the first time.  No matter where I went, anywhere in the country, people were 

astounded at the very idea of a gambling casino at Gettysburg,” said CWPT president James 

Lighthizer.  “There was a near-universal agreement that locating and marketing a gambling facility at 

Gettysburg unavoidably conflicts with the essential meaning of this place in American history.” 

 

A. Roy Smith, chairman of the board of Preservation Pennsylvania, reiterated that the fundamental 

reasoning behind his group’s opposition to a Gettysburg-area casino has not changed.  “We remain 

steadfast in our opposition to any casino proposed in close proximity to the Gettysburg National 

Military Park.  Preservation Pennsylvania’s reasons for including this sacred place on the 2006 

Pennsylvania At Risk listing have not changed — a casino near this highly significant site, in any 

location, is inappropriate.”  

 

In addition to the proposal’s proximity to the national park, the letter outlined additional concerns with 

the project, including potential impact on the region’s vibrant heritage tourism industry.  Citing current 

visitation statistics and scientific economic impact analysis, the groups concluded that “the 

combination of Civil War preservation and the family friendly nature of Adams County has created a 

proven, winning formula for the park and its neighboring communities.  A casino will conflict with this 

proven economic engine—heritage tourism, and development compatible with and respectful of that 

heritage.” 

 

The letter further noted that the portion of Cumberland Township where the casino would be located 

predominantly features residential dwellings and agricultural operations, with limited and generally 

small-scale commercial development occasionally intermixed.  The groups expressed the opinion that 

the facility would “have the potential to significantly increase traffic through the area, generate more 

incompatible large-scale development, and would likely necessitate the kind of eye-catching signage 

that would be out of place in what has up to now been a relatively undeveloped area.” 

 

### 

 
About the Civil War Preservation Trust (CWPT) 

With 55,000 members, the Civil War Preservation Trust is the largest nonprofit battlefield preservation 

organization in the United States.  Its mission is to preserve our nation’s remaining Civil War 

battlefields and encourage their appreciation through education and heritage tourism.  Since 1987, the 

organization has saved more than 29,000 acres of hallowed ground, including 700 acres at Gettysburg.  

CWPT’s website is located at www.civilwar.org. 

 
About the National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) 

Since 1919, the nonpartisan, nonprofit National Parks Conservation Association has been the leading 

voice of the American people in protecting and enhancing our National Park System. NPCA, its 
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members, and partners work together to protect the park system and preserve our nation’s natural, 

historical, and cultural heritage for generations to come.  NPCA is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization 

with more than 325,000 members, including more than 15,000 members in Pennsylvania.   NPCA’s 

website is located at www.npca.org. 

 
About the National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP) 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a non-profit membership organization bringing people 

together to protect, enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them.  By saving the places where great 

moments from history took place, NTHP helps revitalize neighborhoods and communities, spark 

economic development and promote environmental sustainability.  With headquarters in Washington, 

DC, 9 regional and field offices, 29 historic sites, and partner organizations in all 50 states, NTHP 

provides leadership, education, advocacy and resources to a national network of people, organizations 

and local communities committed to saving places, connecting us to our history and collectively 

shaping the future of America’s stories.  NTHP’s website is located at www.preservationnation.org. 

 
About Preservation Pennsylvania 

Preservation Pennsylvania is a private statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving 

Pennsylvania’s historic places through creative partnerships, targeted educational programs and 

grassroots advocacy programs.  Since 1982 and with the support of 2600 members and member 

agencies, the organization has been the statewide voice for historic preservation and has provided 

support and technical assistance to individuals, groups and municipalities.  Preservation 

Pennsylvania’s website is www.preservationpa.org. 


