
Was John Brown a Hero or a Murderer? 
 
 
 

Write a new version of the song “John Brown’s Body”.   

• Your song should be at least five stanzas long.   

• Your song may be either pro- or anti-John Brown.   

• Your song needs to incorporate five events that took place in John 
Brown’s life 

• For reference, the original “John Brown” lyrics are available at the 
Library of Congress in the “America Singing” online exhibit: 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amsshtml/amsshome.html.  Use 
“’John Brown's song’ by J. Wrigley. Publisher, of songs, &c., New 
York, [n. d.]”.   

 


