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Casino Gettysburg, Piedmont Environmental 
Council, Preservation Pennsylvania, Preservation 
Virginia and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Association. 

At a series of news conferences, the Civil War 
Trust was joined by a wide variety of prominent 
figures who champion the cause of battlefield 
preservation.  In April, the Trust was joined by 
the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation 
and Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell, 
Secretary of Natural Resources Doug Domenech, 
House Speaker Bill Howell, Sen. Edd 
Houck, Delegate Chris Peace and Director of 
Historic Resources Kathleen Kilpatrick on the 
Chancellorsville Battlefield.  In June, Tourism 
Arts and Heritage Secretary Marcheta Sparrow 
was on hand to accept the Trust’s donation of 

54 acres of the Perryville Battlefield 
to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  
During a September event announcing 
efforts to purchase a portion of the 
Spring Hill Battlefield in Tennessee from 
General Motors, preservationists were 
joined by Senator Lamar Alexander 
extolling the benefits of historic land 
preservation partnerships.  In November, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian James 
McPherson was joined by officials of 
the National Park Service and Virginia 
Department of Natural Resources to 
kick-off a major fundraising campaign to 
protect a crucial part of Saunders Field at 
the Wilderness. 

Other Civil War Trust items of interest 
in the press included the announcement 
that the Trust was receiving the Interior 
Department’s Partner in Conservation 
Award in October, and the release of 
our Gettysburg battlefield iPhone App 
in November.  
The Civil War 
Trust’s annual 

Park Day battlefield 
clean-up program 
was covered in 
newspapers across 
the country, 
and in April, 
the Washington 
Post Magazine 
revisited its profile 
on Civil War 
Trust President 
Jim Lighthizer, 
updating its 
readership on the 
organization’s 
progress. 
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IIn June, Civil War Trust members and friends 

gathered in Lexington, Ky., for the organization’s 

eleventh annual conference.  This year’s 

conference, Battle in the Bluegrass: The Fight for 

Kentucky was a huge success.  The annual event 

is always well attended and this year’s conference 

was no exception, with more than 300 people 

registered.

A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e
Battle in the Bluegrass a Success!

The beginning of the conference was 

highlighted by a Bourbon Tasting with 

Woodford Reserve and a reception sponsored 

by Franklin’s Charge.  Thursday started off 

with a tour for Color Bearer members to either 

the Lexington Cemetery and Camp Nelson, or 

Frankfort and Fort Hill.  Those not on the tour 

got the chance to see presentations on various 

During the Battle of Mill Springs, Confederate forces charged up this hill but were repulsed by Union troops behind the split rail fence at the summit.   
Photo courtesy of the Civil War Trust.
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The Trust’s Annual Conference and other 

events are well-attended, and the quality and 

value of those events is universally agreed 

to be first-rate.  We continue to make every 

effort to hold down the cost so that the 

conference, especially, remains within reach of 

any member who truly wishes to attend, while 

offering the caliber of event that our attendees 

have grown to expect.  The cost of providing 

bus tours, nationally-known historians (while 

most donate their services, the Trust offsets 

their transportation and hotel expenses), 

comfortable and convenient facilities and 

other amenities means that the conference is 

a substantial net expense, NOT an income 

producer.  While corporate sponsorship may 

be an option in some cases, limited staff 

resources preclude a dedicated individual 

to pursue such opportunities.  We welcome 

inquiries from anyone wishing to financially 

support this or other initiatives of the Civil 

War Trust.  Please contact the Washington, 

D.C. office at (800) 298-7878.

aspects of the Civil War with noted historians 

and authors.

After the Thursday opening luncheon, Trust 

members were treated to a lecture by historian 

Kent Masterson Brown entitled, “The Civil War 

in Kentucky.”  Following the talk, a panel of 

prominent historians including Ed Bearss, Kent 

Brown, Richard McMurry and moderator Garry 

Adelman discussed the presentation and took 

written questions from audience members. 

On Thursday evening, Color Bearer members 

were treated to dinner and remarks by Civil War 

Trust president Jim Lighthizer on the future of 

the organization.  Following his remarks, the 

Trust’s director of history and education, Garry 
Adelman, gave a humorous and informative 

presentation of “then and now” photographs 

tracking the progression and history of the war.  

One attendee remarked that the presentation 

was, “unlike anything I’ve ever seen.”  The 

evening was capped off with a lecture by Scott 

Harris, director of New Market Battlefield State 

Historical Park, on Gen. John C. Breckinridge 

followed by a reception hosted by the 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation.

On Friday and Saturday, tour busses left for 

the Civil War Trust’s famous battlefield tours.  

Attendees had many choices this year, including: 

Battle of Perryville Bus Tour; Battle of Perryville 

Hiking Tour; Battle of Mill Springs; Battle of 

Richmond and Morgan’s Raids, Parts 1 and 

2.  Participating historians included Ed Bearss, 

Richard McMurry, Chris Kolakowski, Kent 

Brown, Philip Seyfrit, Kurt Holman and John 

Walsh.  There were also two alternate tours, 

Kentucky Today and Historic Kentucky, for 

conference attendees who wanted something 

a little less martial in nature.  We always have 

similarly themed tour offerings, so please 

One of the many tours available at the 2010 conference in Kentucky was of the 
Perryville Battlefield.  Above, members hike a once remote portion of the battlefield 
recently preserved by the Trust.  Photo courtesy of Bruce Guthrie.
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encourage friends or spouses to attend, even if 

they are not solely interested in the Civil War!

On Friday evening guests enjoyed spending 

“An Evening in Frankfort,” with a buffet dinner 

at the Kentucky Historical Society Museum.  

Saturday evening’s dinner banquet was followed 

by President Jim Lighthizer’s presentation 

of the Civil War Trust’s annual Preservation 

Awards, as recipients spoke movingly about their 

attachment to the work of the Trust and the 

importance of preservation.

After a weekend of Civil War history and close 

friends reuniting, the conference came to a close 

on Sunday morning with a question and answer 

breakfast with members of the Trust staff.

The Civil War Trust particularly wants to 

thank our sponsor, History™ and our wonderful 

historians and photographers who, as always, 

donated their time and talent to make the event 

a true success.  We also want to thank Franklin’s 

Charge and Shenandoah Valley Battlefields 

Foundation for generously hosting receptions for 

conference attendees. 

In order to be part of this wonderful 

experience, make your plans now to attend 

next year’s annual conference.  From May 

19–22, 2011, we’ll take you back to Manassas, 

Va., for To the Gates of Washington: The 

Battles of Manassas where we will be begin our 

commemoration of the sesquicentennial of the 

war.  For more information visit our website at 

www.civilwar.org/events for a complete schedule 

and the opportunity to register.

2010 Civil War Trust Award Winners

Every year, the Civil War Trust honors those 
individuals and groups who have made an 
outstanding contribution to Civil War battlefield 
preservation.  Previous award winners include 
historians Ed Bearss and Brian Pohanka, country 
music star Darryl Worley, Sen. Jeff Sessions and Rep. 
Bart Gordon and groups such as Friends of Cedar 
Mountain. 

The Trust’s preservation awards were announced 
on June 5, 2010, during the organization’s annual 
conference in Lexington, Ky.  In his remarks, Civil 
War Trust President James Lighthizer noted that the 
groups and individuals receiving the awards were 
among the best in the preservation business: “The 
work done by the Civil War Trust would simply 
not be possible without the efforts of men and 
women like those we honor today.  They are often 
the unsung heroes of historic preservation, but I am 
confident that their work will be felt for generations 
to come.”

The 2010 award winners include:
■	 Carrington Williams Battlefield  

Preservationist of the Year Award:  
Kurt Holman, Park Manager, Perryville 
Battlefield State Historic Site 

■	 National Leadership Award:  
Representative Ben Chandler, Ky. 

■	 State Leadership Award:  
Governor Steve Beshear, Ky.

■	 Brian C. Pohanka Preservation 
Organization of the Year Award:  
Kentucky Historical Society

■	 National Park Service Preservationist  
of the Year Award:  
Woody Harrell, Superintendent, Shiloh 
National Military Park

■	 Preservationist Teacher of the Year Award:  
Bobby Housch, Emory H. Markle 
Intermediate School, Hanover, Pa.

■	 Reenactment Unit of the Year Award:  
The Columbia Rifles

■	 Civil War Roundtable of the Year Award: 
■	 North Carolina Civil War Roundtable



2009 Annual Report		  252 0 1 0   A n n u a l   R e p o r t		  25To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, the Trust has chosen Manassas as its 2011 annual conference location.  
(Photo above) The monument near the Deep Cut fighting on the Second Manassas Battlefield.  Photo courtesy of  the Civil War Trust.
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Year-end assets include $75,079,828 in land 

and easements held in trust by the Civil War 

Trust for the benefit of the American public.  In 

addition, in accordance with our mission, the 

Trust regularly makes donations of preserved 

land to various organizations and entities 

including the National Park Service and various 

state park systems, wherever appropriate.

P r u d e n t  S t e wa r d s h i p  at  W o r k

Through the generosity of members, the Trust saved two significant tracts of land at Gettysburg.  Photo courtesy of Michael Criswell. 

Highlights of our audited financial statements, 
on pg. 27, illustrate the Trust’s high standards of 
prudent fiscal management.  Holding expenses 
for management and fundraising well below 
industry averages, maintaining our dedicated 
membership and grant base for sustained reliable 
support and frugal management of resources 
have contributed to the Civil War Trust’s 
ongoing success and financial strength.

Y
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Revenues, gains and other support			

	  	 2010	 2009		
				  
Grants 	 $8,279,854 	 $7,427,469 	
Membership dues 	 $2,913,664 	 $2,976,407	
Contributions	 $7,927,553 	 $6,974,415	
Donated land 	 $3,658,000	 $1,941,909	

Total revenues, gains  
     and other support 	 $22,779,071	 $19,320,200		
	
			 
Expenses				  
		
Program expenses	 $8,386,618 	 $10,574,749	
Supporting services			 
	 Management  
         and General	 $374,444 	 $393,338	
	 Fundraising	 $997,478 	 $997,740	
Support services as  
     a % of expenses	 14.1%	 11.6% 	

Year-end assets 	 $75,079,828 	 $62,896,194	
	

F i n a n ci  a l  H i g h l i g h t sMultiplying Resources

In business, the word “leverage” is 

sometimes used to describe risking your 

resources in order to attain a much 

larger payoff.  At the Civil War Trust, 

“leverage” means using our limited, 

precious resources to mobilize matching 

funds from a variety of sources, actually 

to multiply the purchasing power of the 

funds with which we’re entrusted.  And 

better yet, there’s zero risk involved.

Here’s one example of how it can 

work: at Franklin, Tenn., where 

the Trust helped to save the 1.07 

acre Carter Cotton Gin property, 

the purchase price was a whopping 

$950,000.  Of this amount, $320,000 

was raised by the local preservation 

group Franklin’s Charge.  This, along 

with the Civil War Trust’s $150,000 

portion of the purchase, was matched 

by a $480,000 grant from the federal 

government.  So essentially, $150,000 

of Civil War Trust support saved 

$950,000 worth of battlefield – a 6.33-

to-1 multiplier.

Our success is even more astounding 

when you consider that many of the 

funding vehicles in place, especially at 

the Federal level, exist for battlefield 

preservation only because the Trust has 

actively worked to create these funding 

sources and to establish precedents for 

them to be used toward battlefield land.
In 2010, the Civil War Trust saved an additional 6 acres at the Glendale Battlefield, shown 
here during a dedication of an interpretative marker on that battlefield.   
Photo courtesy of Josef Beery.
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